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A RESOLUTION PERTAINING TO THE ADOPTION OF THE PATUXENT 
RIVER POLICY PLAN: 2015 UPDATE 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River ecosystem remains in poor health, with impaired 
conditions in the River and in its tributaries and headwaters for fish, shellfish, birds and 
other wildlife; 

WHEREAS, some portions of the Patuxent River ecosystem remain in good health; 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River watershed is an attractive area for new development, 
with population growth increasing nearly threefold since 1970 to almost three-quarters of a 
million inhabitants; 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River offers a diversity of natural, scientific, economic, 
cultural and educational resources which contribute immeasurably to the well-being of 
Maryland's residents; 

WHEREAS, careful planning and restoration efforts are necessary to maintain and 
increase the Patuxent River's valued resources; 

WHEREAS, the Calvert County has invested significantly in preservation and 
restoration of Patuxent River resources; 

WHEREAS, the 1980 Patuxent River Watershed Act (the "Act") requires the Maryland 
Department of Planning, in coordination with the Patuxent River Commission, to prepare a 
Patuxent River Policy Plan (the "Plan") to be used as a policy guide for local governments 
and units of State Government in carrying our preservation and restoration action and 
programs within the Patuxent River Watershed, and to periodically update the Plan by 
amendment; 

WHEREAS, in 1984 Calvert County, the other six counties within the Patuxent 
watershed, and the City of Laurel, first adopted the Plan, and in 2000 adopted an addendum 
to the Plan; 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River Commission has worked with local governments and 
units of State government for the past two years to prepare the updated Plan, conducted 
informational meetings with local planning officials and elected governing boards, posted 
the draft updated Plan on the Patuxent River Commission's website for public comment, 
and held two public hearings on the draft updated Plan; 

WHEREAS, Calvert County has not adopted a Tributary Strategies for the Patuxent 
River and, therefore, notwithstanding provisions in the Plan to the contrary, the lack of an 
adopted Calvert Watershed Implementation Plan will not preempt the County's current 
means of protecting the Patuxent River unless and until the Calvert Watershed 
Implementation Plan is adopted and effective; 
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WHEREAS, on May 14, 2014, the Patuxent River Commission, in accordance with §5-
805 of the State Finance and Procurement Article, adopted the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 
2015 Update for purpose of updating the Plan; 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 2015 Update will, as contemplated by the 
Act and upon adoption, replace the Plan and serve as the Patuxent River Watershed 
preservation and restoration policy guide for Calvert County, the other six counties and the 
City of Laurel; 

WHEREAS, consistent with the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 2015 Update, Calvert 
County will continue to work collaboratively with the Patuxent River Commission to ensure 
productive, responsible and thorough implementation of the Plan; 

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioner of Calvert County, Maryland 
conducted a public meeting on February 25, 2014, at which time the proposed plan was 
discussed; and 

WHEREAS, after reviewing the 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan Update, and in 
furtherance of the public health, safety and welfare, the Board of County Commissioners of 
Calvert County, Maryland determined it is in the best interest of the citizens of the County 
to adopt the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 2015 Update as set forth in Exhibit A, attached 
hereto and made a part hereof. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of 
Calvert County, Maryland, the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 2015 Update BE, and hereby IS, 
adopted as set forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and made a part hereof. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 
County, Maryland that, notwithstanding anything in the Patuxent River Policy Plan to the 
contrary, the Patuxent Tributary Strategy is not superseded by any Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Implementation Plan in Calvert County until such Watershed Implementation Plan is adopted 
and effective. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 
County, Maryland that, in the event any portion of this Plan is found to be unconstitutional, 
illegal, null or void, it is the intent of the Board of County Commissioners to sever only the 
invalid portion or provision, and that the remainder of the Plan shall be valid. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 
County, Maryland that the foregoing recitals are adopted as if fully rewritten herein. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 
County, Maryland that this Patuxent River Policy Plan shall be effective upon recordation 
without publication of a fair summary and approval by the Maryland General Assembly in 
accordance with §5-805(d) of the State Finance and Procurement Article of the Maryland 
Annotated Code. 
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DONE,  this2l day of October 2014 by the Board of County Commissioners of Calvert 

County, Maryland. 

Aye: 
Nay: 
Absent/Abstain: 

ATTEST: BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF CALVERT 
COUNTY, MARYLAND 

i\da ata 	 da(Icte____ 	e.- 	77,,..T.-..-- 
ureen L. rederick, Clerk 	 Pat Nutter, President 

Approved for form and legal 
sufficiency on 	 

,6a4 	 G2-e,f   
John_B/. Norris, 	ounty Attorney 	Susan Shaw 

Evan K. Slaughenh pt Jr. 
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Resolution No.: 17-1140 
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Introduced: June 17,2014 
Adopted: July 8, 2014 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: County Council 

SUBJECT: Approval of the Patuxent River Policy Plan: 2015 Update 

Background 

1. � The Patuxent River offers a diversity of natural, scientific, economic, cultural and 
educational resources which contribute immeasurably to the well-being of Maryland's 
residents. 

2. � While some portions of the Patuxent River ecosystem remain in good health, the Patuxent 
River ecosystem as a whole remains in poor health, with impaired conditions in the River 
and in its tributaries and headwaters for fish, shellfish, birds and other wildlife. 

3. � The Patuxent River watershed is an attractive area for new development, with population 
growth increasing nearly threefold since 1970 to almost three-quarters of a million 
inhabitants. 

4. � Careful planning and restoration efforts are necessary to maintain and increase the Patuxent 
River's valued resources. 

5. � Montgomery County has invested significantly in preservation and restoration of Patuxent 
River resources. 

6. � The 1980 Patuxent River Watershed Act (the "Act") requires the Maryland Department of 
Planning, in coordination with the Patuxent River Commission (the "Commission"), to 
prepare a Patuxent River Policy Plan (the "Plan") to be used as a policy guide for local 
governments and units of State Government in carrying our preservation and restoration 
action and programs within the Patuxent River Watershed, and to periodically update the 
Plan by amendment. 

7. � In 1984, Montgomery County, the other six counties within the Patuxent watershed, and 
the City of Laurel first adopted the Plan, and in 2000 adopted an addendum to the Plan. 
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8. � The Commission has worked with local governments and units of State government for the 
past two years to prepare the updated Plan, conducted infonnational meetings with local 
planning officials and elected governing boards, posted the draft updated Plan on the 
Commission's website for public comment, and held two public hearings on the draft 
updated Plan. 

9. � On May 14, 2014, the Commission, in accordance with §5-805 of the State Finance and 
Procurement Article, adopted the 2015 Patuxent Policy Plan for purpose of updating the 
Plan. 

10. � The 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan will, as contemplated by the Act and upon adoption, 
replace the Plan and serve as the Patuxent River Watershed preservation and restoration 
policy guide for Montgomery County, the other six counties, and the City of Laurel. 

11. � Consistent with the 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan, Montgomery County will continue to 
work collaboratively with the Commission to ensure productive, responsible, and thorough 
implementation of the Plan. 

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the Patuxent River Policy 
Plan: 2015 Update. 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

~7JJ,~ 
Linda M. Lauer, Clerk ofthe Council 





















RESOLUTION NO. 9- 14

A RESOLUTION TO APPROVE AND ADOPT THE 2015 PATUXENT RIVER
POLICY PLAN

Sponsored by Councilmember Michael R. leszcz. 

WHEREAS, the Patu cent River ecosystem remains in poor health, with impaired conditions in
the River and in its tributaries and headwaters for fish, shellfish, birds and other wildlife; 

WHEREAS, some portions of the Patuxent River ecosystem remain in good health; 

WHEREAS, the Patuxent River watershed is an attractive area for new development, with

population growth increasing nearly threefold since 1970 to almost three- quarters of a million
inhabitants; 

WHEREAS, the Pat ent River offers a diversity of natural, scientific, economic, cultural and
educational resources which contribute immeasurably to the well-being of Maryland' s residents; 

WHEREAS, careful planning and restoration efforts are necessary to maintain and increase the
Patuxent River' s valued resources; 

WHEREAS, the City of Laurel has invested significantly in preservation and restoration of
Patuxent River resources; 

WHEREAS, the 1980 Patuxent River Watershed Act (the " Act") requires the Maryland

Department of Planning, in coordination with the Patuxent River Commission (the
Commission"), to prepare a Patuxent River Policy Plan ( the " Plan") to be used as a policy guide

for local governments and units of State Government in carrying our preservation and restoration
action and programs within the Patuxent River Watershed, and to periodically update the Plan by
amendment; 

WHEREAS, in 1984 six counties within the Patuxent watershed, and the City of Laurel, iirst
adopted the Plan, and in 2000 adopted an addendum to the Plan; 

WHEREAS, the Commission has worked with local governments and units of State government
for the past two years to prepare the updated Plan, conducted informational meetings with local

planning officials and elected governing boards, posted the draft updated Plan on the
Commission' s website for public comment, and held two public hearings on the draft updated
Plan; 

WHEREAS, on May 14, 2014, the Commission, in accordance with §5- 805 of the State Finance

and Procurement Article, adopted the 2015 Patuxent Policy Plan for purpose ofupdating the
Plan; 
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WHEREAS, the 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan will, as contemplated by the Act and upon
adoption, replace the Plan and serve as the Patuxent River Watershed preservation and

restoration policy guide for six counties and the City of Laurel; and

WHEREAS, consistent with the 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan, the City of Laurel will
continue to work collaboratively with the Commission to ensure productive, responsible and
thorough implementation of the Plan. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE City of Laurel on this 28th day of J, 2014, does hereby
RESOLVE to approve and adopt the 2015 Patuxent River Policy Plan. 

PASSED this 28t" day of J, 2014. 

ATTEST: 

f / 1
j

KI ERLEY . U, MMC

Clerk to the Co ncil

APPROVED this
28th

day of J, 2014. 

MOE

CK SMALLS

of the City Council
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